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Lucas Streicher promoted to new
director of operations position

Lucas Streicher has been appointed to a new Thorn
Creek Basin position, director of operations, which
replaces the former plant superintendent post.

Streicher had served as assistant plant superintendent.
He was promoted to the new post following the recent

retirement of Robert Bond, former plant superintendent.

Bond was a District employee for 36 years, including
20 years of exemplary service as plant superintendent.

As the director of operations, Streicher is responsible
for supervising the Thorn Creek Basin main plant in
Chicago Heights. The new position also includes
additional responsibilities, such as a leadership role
in the creation of automated control system upgrade
designs and implementation.

“Lucas Streicher has the technical skills to carry out the
added responsibilities, which are critical at a time when
new requirements for removal of pollutants, including
nutrients, are on the regulatory radar,” said Jennifer
Hindel, plant manager. “Having appropriate and
current control technologies will help minimize costs
associated with increased demands on the District’s
wastewater treatment performance.”
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Lucas Streicher, Sanitary District director of operations, and
Jennifer Hindel, District manager, are able to monitor facility
operations using computer technology.

Prior to his promotion, Streicher assisted the plant
superintendent with optimizing the functioning of
the District’s treatment facilities. He had secondary
responsibility for all wastewater facility operations,
maintenance, computer operations and the laboratory.

After his graduation from the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign, Streicher worked as a process
engineer, first with a Mokena engineering firm and
then at the Sanitary District from 2005 until 2007.

Municipadlities moving forward with sewer system rehabilitation projects

The six municipalities receiving
Thorn Creek Basin wastewater
treatment service are in compliance
with the early stages of a program
that requires rehabilitation of their
sanitary sewer systems.

The municipalities have conducted
engineer assessments of necessary

sewer repairs and have committed
to spending plans for rehabilitation.
A 2005 District ordinance that
limits inflow and infiltration to
sanitary sewer systems requires the
six municipalities to invest in and
to undertake the sewer projects.

Most of the communities served by

the District are in their third year of
the compliance program. Reduction
of sewer line inflow and infiltration
is a long-term effort. The District
expects that it will take 10 or more
years for the six towns to rehabili-
tate their local sewer systems and
achieve compliance with the inflow
and infiltration ordinance.



Rising operational costs
responsible for rate hike

The Thorn Creek Basin Board of
Trustees approved an increase in
the customer user rate for 2008-09
to offset rising costs for operations
and for capital replacement projects.

The rate hike of 11.5 cents, from
93.5 cents to $1.05 per 100 cubic
feet of water used, is the first
District increase in three years.

Even with the rate change, the
Sanitary District’s user charge
remains among the lowest of all
wastewater treatment agencies in
[linois. An Illinois Association
of Wastewater Agencies survey
indicates that Thorn Creek Basin’s
average charge was just 54% of
the median charged by major
wastewater agencies in the state.

Jennifer Hindel, Sanitary District
manager, said the District budget
is being impacted by increased
electrical and chemical costs

as well as higher prices for raw
construction materials, such as
concrete, copper and petroleum-
based products.

Planned improvements

Two capital improvement projects
are included in the District’s
current fiscal-year budget.

A new and innovative narrow-
opening bar screen will be installed
at one of the influent lift stations at
the main plant in Chicago Heights.
The screen will help capture solids
and prevent the clogging of pumps
without surcharging upstream
sewers. The District also plans

to upgrade the plant’s 30-year-old
electrical switchboard. This project
will increase operational reliability,
allow for full redundant electrical
feeds, and provide for the use of
new technology.

Brian Barankiewicz,
assistant chief
operator, watches
the air flow meter as
he turns a valve to
adjust the air flow
into a tertiary
aeration tank at the
Sanitary District's
main plant.

Years of experience pay off with promotion

A veteran Sanitary District staff
member has received a promotion.

Brian Barankiewicz was promoted
from maintenance foreman to
assistant chief operator. His new
responsibilities include assisting
the chief operator with optimizing
the operations of the Thorn Creek
Basin’s main plant, the excess flow
facility, the biosolids facility and
the lift stations.

Barankiewicz’s Sanitary District
service includes a range of job
experiences.

He joined the District in 1979 as
a part-time laboratory aide. He
was hired full-time in 1984 as an
operator. In 1989 he transferred
job positions from operator to
maintenance electrician, and in
2005 he was promoted to the post
of maintenance foreman.

District's Holbrook sewer line project finished

The Sanitary District has completed

construction work on a public
sanitary sewer project to solve a
major problem in the Holbrook
area, an unincorporated neighbor-
hood just north of Chicago Heights.

The Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency determined that
the Holbrook area is in violation of
environmental laws because septic
tanks overflow into Butterfield
Creek. To remedy this problem,
Thorn Creek Basin annexed
Holbrook into its service area and
constructed a sewer line to connect
Holbrook to the District’s treatment
plant in Chicago Heights.

Thirty-three property owners have

made connections to the Sanitary
District sewer line. The District
has issued a total of 47 permits

to allow Holbrook property owners
to connect to the sewer pipeline.

The Sanitary District secured an
EPA loan to pay for the public
sewer project. The loan will be
repaid by Holbrook property
owners with an annual assessment
added onto real estate tax bills.

The Bloom Township Highway
Department assisted the Sanitary
District with its project by
contributing to the funding of
the final asphalt course to restore
Holbrook road surfaces after the
sewer construction was finished.



Recent Sanitary District personnel
news includes the hiring of three
new employees.

The new members of the District
staff are Jeffrey Quigley, mainte-
nance foreman; Benjamin Dixon,
project engineer, and William
Hahn, laboratory technician.

Quigley’s background includes

10 years employment with the
Kankakee River Metropolitan
Agency where he held positions as
a maintenance mechanic, a waste-
water operator and a laboratory
analyst. He has a bachelor’s
degree from the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Dixon has a bachelor’s degree in
civil engineering/environmental
option from Bradley University.
He previously worked for a
Peoria engineering firm in quality
control for construction projects
and inspection of construction-

related materials.

Hahn has a bachelor’s degree
in geology from Eastern
Illinois University, where he
was a teaching assistant and
served as an instructor in the
university’s outreach science
program for elementary and
secondary school students.

Jeffrey Quigley checks one of the
District's pumps that was disassembled
for maintenance work. Quigley joined
the Sanitary District in September as
maintenance foreman.

District lift station measures record rainfall

During the area’s record rainfall
September 12-14, the Sanitary
District was able to accept all the
wastewater flowing from the six
municipalities it serves.

The weekend drenching was the
heaviest ever recorded in District
history, as 8.7 inches of rain fell
on average throughout the region.
More than 10 inches of rain was
measured at Thorn Creek Basin’s
Monee Lift Station in Park Forest.

The Sanitary District’s new Wet

Weather Retention basin in
Chicago Heights was placed into
service during the event. All of the
District’s main plant pumps ran
continuously for two consecutive
days to handle the flow.

Although wastewater was treated
at maximum capacity, the unprec-
edented wet weather forced the
District to bypass approximately
13% of wastewater received at
the main plant to Thorn Creek.
The District returned to normal
operations on September 16.

Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary District has a World Wide Web home page
and e-mail address. Home page data includes the Sanitary District’s
history, area of service and Board of Trustees information.

The home page address is: www.thorncreekbasin.org.

The e-mail address is: tcbsd@thorncreekbasin.org.

New faces on the Thorn Creek Basin staff

John McDonnell (right), District engineer,
meets with Benjamin Dixon, recently
hired as project engineer, to discuss
plans for District projects.

William Hahn performs a calibration test
on a pH meter in the laboratory while

Melissa Kahoun, laboratory supervisor
and chemist, observes the procedure.

Expansion plans halted

The Sanitary District Board of
Trustees has decided to end plans
to purchase the Aqua Illinois
wastewater treatment plant in
University Park and to add the
villages of Monee and University
Park to the District’s service area.
The District no longer is pursuing
these plans because significantly
increasing costs associated with
the acquisition and expansion
have made the project unfeasible.
Aqua Illinois provides wastewater
treatment service to Monee and
University Park. The villages had
been interested in Thorn Creek
Basin providing the same service.



District honored with 2 awards

11th straight year for GFOA recognition

Thorn Creek Basin continues to earn distinction for its
exemplary work in preparing its annual financial report.

For the 11th consecutive year, Thorn Creek Basin has
been honored with the Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting. The annual award
was presented recently by the Government Finance
Officers Association of the United States and Canada
(GFOA).

The Certificate of Achievement is the highest form of

tribute in governmental accounting and fiscal reporting,
according to the GFOA.

The Sanitary District also received another prestigious
award, the National Association of Clean Water
Agencies Gold Award for no violations of governmental
permit limits in 2007.

“All employees contributed to earning this award,

Bernadette Morrison (right), vice president and treasurer of
the Sanitary District Board of Trustees, and Finance Director
Trudy Krygsheld hold the most recent award presented to
the District for its excellent financial report. The District has
been recognized for 11 straight years, proudly displaying

the awards in the photograph.

with special recognition to Robert Bond, former
plant superintendent, and James L. Daugherty,

former manager, who both retired in 2008,” said
Thomas E. Brabec, Board of Trustees president.
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Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary District
700 West End Avenue
Chicago Heights, IL 60411
Phone: 708-754-0525
Fax: 708-754-3940
Web: www.thorncreekbasin.org

Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary District is an independent, public agency
providing sanitary wastewater treatment to 100,000 residential customers
and commercial and industrial users in Homewood, Chicago Heights,
South Chicago Heights, Park Forest, Steger and Crelte

The Board of Trustees meets at 2 p.m, the third Friday of each month
k at the District office. The public is cordially invited to attend j
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The discharge of all toxic substances to the sewer system is prohibited. Please report |
any suspect activities immediately by phoning Thorn Creek at 754-0525, extension 130. |




